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Sahtuot’ine (Bear Lake People)
“Since time immemorial we have lived
around the shores of Great Bear Lake in
the Northwest Territories, Canada.  We
have a unique and intimate relationship
with our land, animals and water around

Great Bear Lake.”



Location



Port Radium Mine



Deline Approaches Canada about
Concerns



Canada Deline Uranium Table
(CDUT) Action Plan



Action Plan
• Objectives consisted of:

– Health of Deline people.
– Environmental health
– Mine facts
– Healing
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Traditional Knowledge and Oral
Histories



Land Use Mapping



Environmental Studies



Human Health and Ecological
Risks Assessment



Site Remediation Plan



Health Assessments

• Results of the health system indicated:
– Deficiencies with the Deline health care system
– Social impacts of the mine (family structures,

economic influences, lifestyles and reliance on
medical facilities)

– Fear and anxiety among Deline residents of the
mine site and sites along the transportation
route.



Dose Reconstruction



Radiation Dose Per Year and
Employment Type



Epidemiology Feasibility Study

• Objective – to detect environmental factors that
cause human disease

• Study was conducted on 35 workers
– 10 of 35 would be expected to get cancer naturally

(current country average)
– 16% increase in cancer deaths caused by radiation

dose (equivalent to 1.6 deaths)
• Full Epidemiological study could not be

completed due to small population size



Health Recommendations

• Improvements to the health care systems
• Mental health screenings and long term mental

health services
• Implementations of programs to affirm cultural

identity and social cohesion (between elders and
youth)

• Further implementation of programs on cancer
prevention, surveillance, detection, treatment and
follow-up



Conclusion

• The remediation of Port Radium is only the first
step is addressing historic impacts the mine had on
the environment

• Further work on addressing social, economic,
cultural and health impacts is necessary to
addressing the legacy issues of the Port Radium
Mine site


